The Landing of Monmouth
made his headquarters at the George Inn, which was then
the chief hostelry of Lyme. It was unfortunately destroyed
in a fire of 1844. Hundreds of recruits flocked into the
little town before daybreak and enrolled themselves as
soldiers of the Dukd, and at the close of the first day his
forces amounted to 1000 foot and 1:50 horse. But it was
very noticeable that the men of land and substance did
not come in. Many suspected friends were arrested and
imprisoned, others fled the country, but the gentry held
aloof and there was no rising in London. It was a spon-
taneous rebellion of earnest and youthful friends of liberty
and justice. Headed by a Cromwell or a Napoleon it
would have swept the country clear of the Stuarts, the
Jesuits, and their hangers-on among the lawyers and the
bureaucrats, whose cruelty and dishonesty were past human
patience. But to fight ogres and dragons and the Evil One
you want a real hero. The tinsel synthetic variety crumples
readily before the disciplined troops of tyranny. Patriotism
and enthusiasm, however noble and unselfish, are useless
without leadership. Then, as now, the best hope is in
patience and time, for history assures us that misgovernment
has in itself the seeds of destruction.
However, the die was cast, issue was joined, and there
wa$ no " giving back-word," as they say in the north. The
King ordered all the troops that could be spared from
London to march forthwith to Salisbury, Posts were sent
to every county to call out the militia. Lord Churchill was
made Brigadier, and shortly afterwards Major-General,
over the whole force, with Colonel Kirke and Colonel
Charles Trelawney as his seconds in command. Had the
business been left in Churchill's capable hands it would have
soon been over, and probably much bloodshed spared. But
it is a tradition of government that in all the departments
the head of affairs must be, to use Rudyard Kipling's adjec-
tive, " 'eavy-sterned " rather than alert, ornamental rather
than intellectual, and, if possible, of aristocratic descent.
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